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Rupert Bay, and Boatswain Bay, which opens directly
into James Bay, but are narrower in Hall Cove and else-
where. They consist, in sequence from upland to open
water, of swamps, fens, high marshes and low marshes
pe-drag method (Klett
et al. 1986) was used on 0.3–1.4 km transects in parts
o
some Tamarack (Larix laricina) fens on Ministikawatin
Peninsula, and on Jacob Island, north of Rupert Bay.
We searched along 50-m parallel transects, at speeds
that varied from 20 km/h to hover, and at altitudes
varying from 3 to 9 m.

Breeding chronology was estimated assuming a
mean egg-laying interval of 2 days and an incubation
period of 25 days (Gratto-Trevor 2000). Abundance
was estimated with counts of birds performing aerial
display and nests.
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The objectives of this study were to confirm breeding of the Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa) in Rupert Bay, on the Québec
coast of James Bay, and to assess population abundance. Nest search was conducted 17–20 June 2003, using several tech-
niques. Two nests were found in the high marsh of Cabbage Willows Bay: these are the first confirmed breeding records of
this species in Québec. The Rupert Bay region probably holds a breeding population of no more than a few dozen pairs.

Cette étude visait à confirmer la reproduction de la Barge marbrée (Limosa fedoa) dans la baie de Rupert située sur la côte
est de la Baie James (Québec) et à estimer l’abondance de la population. Une recherche de nids a été réalisée entre le 17 et
le 20 juin 2003 à l’aide de différentes techniques. Deux nids ont été découverts dans le haut marais de la baie Cabbage
Willows. Ils confirment pour la première fois le statut nicheur de cette espèce au Québec. La région de la baie de Rupert
abrite probablement une population nicheuse d’au plus quelques douzaines de couples.
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