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rimary plants were
found but are not included in Table 1.

Sites were surveyed with hand-held GPS units (Gar -
min 12, Olathe, Kansas, USA). The largest stem in any
cluster was considered the primary plant, and adjacent
shoots were assumed to be derived from the same
base, or progeny from seed. The height of the largest
plant at each site was measured with a meter stick, and
the numbers of subsidiary shoots and nearby juveniles
were counted. These data were gathered to demonstrate
that plants were successfully reproducing in the area.
For each primary plant, the slope, ex po sure to full sun -
light, proximity to water (ditches, ponds or saturated
soil) and reproductive condition were re corded. The
number of flower buds on each peduncle was counted
on the population on St. Francis Xavier University.
Voucher specimens are deposited in the herbarium of
St. Francis Xavier University (STFX) with duplicates
deposited in herbariums of ACAD (Acadia University)
and NSPM (Nova Scotia Provin cial Museum).

Results 
With its opposite leaves on short petioles, the longi -

tudinal whitish markings on many young stems that
often gives them a four-angled outline, and the bril -
liant scarlet and orange fruits, Euonymus europaea is
a distinctive species during all seasons (Figure 1). 

Most primary shoots (> 95%) and many adjacent
smaller plants had abundant clusters of flower buds in
mid- to late May 2006. The bud scales of branch buds
and developing inflorescences had red tips and a ciliate
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Over 100 plants, including over 750 individual shoots, of Euonymus europaea L. are reported from the Town of Antigonish
in northern Nova Scotia. Plants were found in five discrete areas separated by 200-1000 m. A few individuals at one site
may represent human planting; however, over 90 % of plants occur on waste ground or in dense shrubbery where natural
colonization has occurred. Many individuals were observed in fruit in the fall of 2005, and over 95% of the plants had well
developed buds and flowers in May and early June 2006. Euonymus europaea is considered a newly naturalized species for
the flora of Nova Scotia.
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