
89

 are multi-branched shrubs
with reddish-tinged leaves and flowers with a rela-
tively broad hypanthium 4.5–5.5 mm across instead
of single-trunked trees with green leaves and flowers
with a relatively narrow hypanthium 2.5–3 mm across.
They also differ from A. arborea in having sepals that
are less reflexed and lanceolate with a concave outer
edge in stead of strongly reflexed at the base and oblong-
lanceolate with the outer edge convex. In addition the
berries of these shrubs are pleasant-tasting rather than
insipid as in A. arborea. These plants do correspond to
A. intermedia Spach of Fernald (1950) and Cinq-Mars
(1971). 

While it is clear that A. intermedia occurs both as
a cultivated plant and outside of cultivation in eastern
Ontario, it is not clear whether or not the wild plants
are escapes from cultivation. It seems most likely that
they are escaped since one of the parents, A. canaden-
sis, does not occur in the local area and the similar
widely cultivated plants have become increasingly pop-
ular over the past few decades and are currently widely
available in nurseries and widely used by landscaping
companies. A key to the group with glabrous ovaries is
provided below. 

Specimens referable to A. intermedia growing out-
side of cultivation in Ontario include: OTTAWA-CAR-
LETON: open, sandy ground 3 km N of Herbert’s Cor-
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Although not generally recognized as a cultivated plant, Amelanchier intermedia is widely cultivated in eastern Ontario
under the incorrect name, A. canadensis. Wild plants referable to A. intermedia in old fields south of Ottawa are likely to be
escaped from cultivation. Amelanchier intermedia likely originated as a hybrid involving A. canadensis and A. laevis. A key
to the Canadian species of Amelanchier with glabrous ovaries is provided. 
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