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1990; Whittemore 1997). In Canada, Bur Buttercup has
been known from southern British Columbia for some
time (Boivin 1966; Scoggan 1978), where it is infrequent
in south-central and south-eastern parts of the province
in dry disturbed clearings and sagebrush slopes in the
steppe zone (Douglas et al. 1999). Cody (1988) report-
ed the species new to Saskatchewan based on a collec-
tion from Assiniboia in 1987. Cody (1988) also mapped
the Canadian distribution of R. testiculatus.
Cusick (1989) was the first to report Bur Buttercup

in eastern North America, based on a 1977 collection
from South Bass Island in western Lake Erie, and pre-
dicted it would be found elsewhere in the Great Lakes
region. In New York State it was first collected in
1990 from the parking lot of a campground near Har-
riman in Orange County by D. J. DeLaubenfels (speci-
men in the New York State Museum, NYS A18183,
personal communication C. Sheviak and T. Weldy).
The first Chicago area collection was made in 1991 and
with concerted searching it was found in 12 additional
Chicago region counties in 1992 and 1993 (Swink and
Wilhelm 1994). Other recent new state records are from
Nebraska in 1970 (Macgrath and Weedon 1974),
Iowa in 1984 (Pohl 1984), and Missouri in 1987 (Ladd
and Schuette 1990). Bur Buttercup is considered a
significant toxic weed of grazing lands in the western
United States and has been responsible for the death
of sheep (Olsen et al. 1982, 1983).
Several authors have noted the affinity of this species

for campgrounds, particularly in eastern North Amer-
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Bur Buttercup (Ranunculus testiculatus) is newly reported for eastern Canada based on two collections from campgrounds
in southern Ontario. This vernal, annual, Eurasian weed is widespread in western North America and is expanding its range
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