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I monitored seaduck migrations at Confederation
Bridge each year since 1997, using procedures of our
original study (Hicklin and Bunker-Popma 2001) to
see if these birds habituated to the perceived obstacle.
Results of these observations, summarized in Table 1,
suggest that the majority of scoters still, after 10 years,
have not learned a simple, general, way of passing the
bridge.
Nearly half of those seen (34% in spring, 53% in

fall) circled upwards and passed extremely high over
the bridge without landing. Others landed on the
water, and remained there, often for hours. Still oth-
ers followed the bridge towards the opposite shore,
and sometimes were lost to sight while still flying. As
my observations do not suggest that birds in the two
latter categories stay near the bridge indefinitely, pre-
sumably they continue their migrations later, but tim-

,
Common Eider were believed to have treated the struc-
ture as a barrier to flight. A flock of eiders flew parallel
to the causeway, gained altitude, and eventually crossed
over. The question was, would seaducks do the same
with the Confederation Bridge?
In 1997, Hicklin and Bunker-Popma (2001) con-

ducted surveys at Confederation Bridge during spring
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An observation from the bridge of a flock of Black Scoters suggests that, nine years after construction, the 12.9 km Confed-
eration Bridge may still be a partial barrier to bird migration. Only 3 of 18 scoters (16.7%) crossed over the structure during
the observation period.
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