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The corollas are also five-lobed. There are four, epi-
petalous stamens and one pistil with 2 ovules. Anthers
are 0.4 mm long. The fruits are obtuse to globe-shaped
capsules containing 2 to 4, 1-1.5 cm long, wingless
seeds.

Distribution
The southwestern British Columbia occurrence of

Tonella tenella is disjunct from its main range in south-
ernWashington (Columbia River gorge), through Ore-
gon to central California (Wetherwax 1993; Pojar
2000). In Canada, T. tenella is known only from the
west side of Saltspring Island in the Gulf Islands of
southwestern British Columbia (Figure 2; Pojar 2000;
Douglas et al. 2002a, 2002b).
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In Canada, the Small-flowered Tonella, Tonella tenella, is restricted to the west side of Saltspring Island in the Gulf Islands of
southwestern British Columbia. This population represents the northern limits of the species which is disjunct from its main
range in southern Washington (Columbia River gorge), through Oregon to central California. In British Columbia, Tonella
tenella is associated with rock outcrops and dry, steep, sparsely forested talus slopes at elevations of 50 to 300 m. The population
on Saltspring Island is on private property and not directly imperilled at this time. There is, however, a potential for housing
development in the future on this waterfront site, thus the authors consider the species endangered.
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* The field work for Tonella tenella was funded by the British Columbia Conservation Data Centre. The results appear in the British Columbia
Conservation Data Centre database and a rare plant manual (Douglas et al. 2002a). This information formed the basis for a Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada status report (Douglas and Penny 2003*) and the subsequent assessment of Endangered (COSEWIC
2003*). This paper includes more recent information that did not appear in the original status report.
† Taxonomy and nomenclature follows Douglas et al. (1998a, 1998b, 1999a, 1999b, 2000, 2001) and Schofield (1992).

FIGURE 1. Illustration of Tonella tenella (Line drawing from
Douglas et al. 2000)
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