
2006 NOTES 239

northern New England, New Brunswick, and Nova
Scotia (Conant and Collins 1998; Cook 1984; Hedeen
1986). The species has recently been introduced on the
island of Newfoundland (Warkentin et al. 2003). Its
northern limit remains poorly known, largely because
the species is particularly aquatic (Hedeen 1986) and its
call and appearance are unfamiliar to many observers.
In Labrador, the Mink Frog has been documented from
several scattered localities, though not from the extreme
north or southeast (Maunder 1983, 1997; Cook 1984;
Desroches and Rodrigue 2004). 
In 2003, during a primarily botanical and malaco-

logical field trip for the Provincial Museum of New-
foundland and Labrador (JEM), and in 2005, during
a vacation trip (J-FD and IP), we surveyed ponds and
brooks along all of the main roads and smaller town
access roads of southeastern Labrador, as far to the
northeast as the town of Cartwright.
On 3 August 2003 a single adult Mink Frog, found

freshly dead from unknown causes, was collected
(NFM HE-250) from the shoreline of a medium-sized
pond, located beside the access highway running be-
tween the Trans-Labrador Highway and the town of
Cartwright, about 39.5 km southwest of the road
junction to the town of Paradise River (53°09'52"N;
57°31'56"W). This locality was, at the time, about
100 km east of the known range of the species (num-
ber 1 in Figure 1). The water of the pond was clear.
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Mink Frogs (Rana septentrionalis) were collected at three new localities in southeastern Labrador in 2003 and 2005, extend-
ing the known range of the species about 200 km to the east, to the limits of the coast.
La Grenouille du Nord (Rana septentrionalis) a été trouvée dans trois nouvelles localités dans le sud-est du Labrador en 2003
et 2005. Ces mentions élargissent l’aire de répartition connue de l’espèce d’environ 200 km vers l’est, aux limites de la côte
de l’Océan Atlantique.
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FIGURE 1. The Mink Frog in Labrador. Previous records: dots
(Maunder 1983) and squares (Maunder 1997). Question
mark: Questionable record (see Maunder 1983: 42, 44).
Gray zone: proposed distribution based on previous
records (Bleakney 1958; Cook 1984; Desroches and
Rodrigue 2004). Stars: New records in southeastern
Labrador (1: southwest of Paradise River, 2: Charlot-
tetown, 3: St. Lewis, 4: east of Churchill Falls). Bro-
ken line: Labrador/Québec border.
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