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Scoter,Melanitta spp., Migrations Interrupted by Confederation Bridge:
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Continued monitoring over 10 years of scoter migrations through Northumberland Strait confirmed that these birds continue
to perceive the Confederation Bridge (completed in 1997) as an obstacle. Such problems – and alternatives not causing
them – need serious consideration when “strait crossings” are contemplated elsewhere.
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TABLE 1. Ten years of scoter movement at Confederation Bridge, New Brunswick/Prince Edward Island. Spring (S) and fall
(F) totals shown separately for each year.
Year Observation Scoters seen to Scoters seen to pass

time (hr) approach bridge over bridge* (%)
1997 S 54 731 243 (33)

F 102 876 338 (39)
1998 S 15 70 29 (41)

F 49 923 388 (42)
1999 S 4 16 0

F 78 1495 881 (59)
2000 S 35 389 67 (17)

F 74 1675 859 (51)
2001 S 16 212 115 (54)

F 72 906 431 (48)
2002 S 18 461 150 (33)

F 70 1368 725 (53)
2003 S 27 604 129 (21)

F 50 1824 1274 (70)
2004 S 28 515 275 (53)

F 47 1253 696 (56)
2005 S 11 46 6 (13)

F 22 435 156 (36)
2006 S 14 124 68 (55)

F 40 1038 547 (53)
Totals S 222 3168 1082 (34)

F 604 11793 6295 (53)
Grand Totals 826 14961 7377 (49)
* No scoters were seen to pass under the bridge 
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