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morus), Alpine Bilberry (Vaccinium uliginosum), and
Partridgeberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) (Kirkland and
Jannett 1982; Timm et al. 1977; Whitaker and Martin
1977). Roots, seeds, grass stems and leaves, and larvae
of insects have also been recorded in the stomach con-
tents of Rock Voles (Whitaker and Martin 1977). 

Study Area
During two field seasons in Labrador, surveys of

small mammals were conducted in the vicinity of Ad-
lavik Harbour (55o01'N, 58°49'W; Datum: NAD 27;
see also Canada, Surveys and Mapping Branch 1964a,b)
on Southern Island in the Adlavik Islands (Figure 1).
The Adlavik Islands consist of 11 primary landmasses
and are off the north-central coast of Labrador, approx-
imately 25 km south of the small coastal community
of Makkovik (Figure 1). From the most southern point
on Southern Island to the nearest point on the mainland
is 3.75 km. Trapping sites are approximately 10 km
from the mainland. During the winter, Southern Island
is connected to the mainland by ice, which would allow
small mammals to traverse from the mainland to the
islands.

The Adlavik Islands are characterized by stands of
stunted black spruce (Picea mariana) forest that shel-
ter dwarf thickets and brush, carpets of moss and lichen,
and rocky tundra on the upper slopes and summits of
the hills; habitat that is consistent with previous des-
criptions of vegetational communities along the central
Labrador coast (Fitzhugh 1972; Tanner 1947). The
Ecological Stratification Working Group (1996) places
the Adlavik Islands in the taiga shield ecozone, specif-
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Rock Voles (Microtus chrotorrhinus) were previously documented only from the southern coast of Labrador and the Strait
of Belle Isle south of Hamilton Inlet. During two field seasons in 2000 and 2001, both in July, six Rock Vole specimens were
collected on Southern Island, off the north-central coast of Labrador, extending the range of the subspecies Microtus chrotor-
rhinus ravus approximately 250 km to the central Labrador coast north of Hamilton Inlet. Rock Voles were trapped primarily
in stunted Black Spruce (Picea mariana) forest and areas associated with rocks, thick brush, and water. 
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