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throughout much of their range where habitat special-
ization and not competition determines the differences
in their distributions (Riege 1991).

EGS have had negative economic and ecological
effects in the places where they have been introduced.
In Europe, EGS strip the bark from trees, damaging
both native and plantation species (Kenward and Parish
1986). EGS may also replace European Red Squir-
rels (Sciurus vulgaris) in Great Britain (e.g., Lloyd
1983; Wauters and Gurnell 1999; Gurnell et al. 2004),
although studies demonstrating the mechanism of
replacement have been inconclusive. Attempts to erad-
icate, control, or slow the spread of EGS have been
costly failures, in part due to a lack of understanding
of the population biology and methods of spread of
EGS (Sheail 1999; Gonzales 2000*; Bertolino and Gen-
ovesi 2001). Conifer forests and plantations, mountain-
ous terrain, and bodies of water have slowed spread or
were barriers to movement, while deciduous forests
and poplar plantations have provided suitable habitat
for EGS in Europe (Williamson and Brown 1986;
Wauters et al. 1997; Ó Teangana et al. 2000a, 2000b).
EGS were found in conifer forests in Great Britain, but
the maintenance of those populations required immi-
gration from neighbouring habitat types (Kenward and
Hodder 1998; Bryce et al. 2002). The role of conifer
forests in limiting the spread and establishment of
EGS has led to broad scale land management recom-
mendations that involve the maintenance of conifer
forests/plantations and the removal of large seed decid-
uous trees, particularly oaks (Kenward and Hodder
1998; Bryce et al. 2002). 

Conifer forests historically dominated British Co-
lumbia and habitat conversion from conifer forest to
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Eastern Grey Squirrels were first introduced to Vancouver in the Lower Mainland of British Columbia in 1909. A separate
introduction to Metchosin in the Victoria region occurred in 1966. I surveyed the distribution and habitat selection of East-
ern Grey Squirrels in both locales. Eastern Grey Squirrels spread throughout both regions over a period of 30 years and
were found predominantly in residential land types. Some natural features and habitats, such as mountains, large bodies of
water, and coniferous forests, have acted as barriers to expansion for Eastern Grey Squirrels. Given that urbanization is
replacing conifer forests throughout southern British Columbia, it is predicted that Eastern Grey Squirrels will continue to
spread as habitat barriers are removed.
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