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ously shook its head from side to side several times.
The jays flew from the pond into the forest canopy
for several minutes before returning and repeating
the behavior for another 1 – 2 minutes. This behavior
of Gray Jays returning to perches between or after
predation episodes has been noted in other observa-
tions of predation on amphibians and small mammals
(Gill 1974; Tordoff 1980; Beiswenger 1981; Strick-
land and Ouellet 1993; Pilliod 2002). Our inspection
of the muddy depression after the jays departed the
vicinity revealed about 24 live Long-toed Salamander
larvae. Salamanders were similarly sized (ca. 50 mm
total length) and had full or partial gills. The tiny
depression they occupied contained saturated mud but
lacked surface water, macrophytic vegetation or any
other visible material. We observed Gray Jay-sized
tracks at other muddy locations within the basin of the
pond. No other aggregations of stranded salamander
larvae were found. 

During a 70-min return visit on the afternoon of 12
October 2003, we observed no Gray Jays or Long-toed
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We report observations of Gray Jays (Perisoreus canadensis) appearing to consume larval Long-toed Salamanders (Ambystoma
macrodactylum) in a drying subalpine pond in Oregon, USA. Corvids are known to prey upon a variety of anuran amphibians,
but to our knowledge, this is the first report of predation by any corvid on aquatic salamanders. Long-toed Salamanders
appear palatable to Gray Jays, and may provide a food resource to Gray Jays when salamander larvae are concentrated in
drying temporary ponds.
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